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1. Share with the group a trial that stands out to you in your life that 1. Share with the group a trial that stands out to you in your life that
particularly tested your faith. What did you learn through it? How has it particularly tested your faith. What did you learn through it? How has it
changed your life or outlook? changed your life or outlook?

2. We looked at the fact that we can either view trials as God’s “divine 2. We looked at the fact that we can either view trials as God’s “divine
interventions” or God’s “intrusions”into our lives. What do you think it interventions” or God’s “intrusions”into our lives. What do you think it
takes for us to get to the point where we see them as the former rather takes for us to get to the point where we see them as the former rather
than the latter? How does Heb. 12:5-13 help us with this mindset? than the latter? How does Heb. 12:5-13 help us with this mindset?

3. While we often philosophically say we trust in God, we often functionally 3. While we often philosophically say we trust in God, we often functionally
fail to do so in our actual lives. What are some things we have a tendency fail to do so in our actual lives. What are some things we have a tendency
to place as idols in our heart above God? How do trials have a way of to place as idols in our heart above God? How do trials have a way of
demonstrating our tight grip on these “idols of the heart”? demonstrating our tight grip on these “idols of the heart”?

4. Read James 1:9-11: How do trials put all people, no matter what they 4. Read James 1:9-11: How do trials put all people, no matter what they
have or where they are in life on the same level? What should be the have or where they are in life on the same level? What should be the

attitude of the local body of Christ when its people are hurting? attitude of the local body of Christ when its people are hurting?







